
Appendix D - Wahi Tapu, Wahi Taonga Sites of Significance to Tangata Whenua

CHBDP Ref 
No. 

Archaeo. 
Qualities

Map 
No.

NZAA No. Name Information

1 Yes 2 U22/2 Hakiuru
Pā with pits posts/post holes and midden, located on a 
promontory with steep sides

2 Yes 2 U22/1 Kihiao

Pā consisting of two large platforms levelled on the 
steep sided promontory located in the junction of the 
Taumahapu and Upokororo Streams.
Plan drawn on google, photographs, and elaborated 
description. (2014)

3 Yes 2 U22/4
5 Pits near the two pa on Mathieson’s Road (U22/1 & 
U22/2) From aerial 541

4 Yes 6 V22/270
Ngawhakatara

(Ngawhakatatara)

Island Pā -  raised limestone, 100m long by 20m wide. 
In his journals Colenso makes numerous references to 
the site which was clearly occupied into the 1850s.

6 Yes 4 U22/3 Te Whiti o Tu

Terraced Pā relying on steep slope for defence with a 
tihi and a series of terraces descending to east. Site of 
famous battle Whatuiapiti & Te Upokoiri v Ngati 
Maniopoto early 1800s (Wilson p.92)

26 Yes 5 V22/46

Awarua o Porirua 
Roto o Tara.

Te Roto a Tara
Te Motu o Te Awarua 

Porirua Wāhi Tapu 

Island Pā, much slumped. Tradition dates its 
occupation from the earliest times, several times 
besieged or assaulted and still occupied in Colenso’s 
day.
Island pa in a drained lake. Terracing slumped, midden 
exposures reveal numerous artefacts. No visible sign 
of Te Heu Heu's causeway anymore, however a scatter 
of boulders marks the site where the causeway met 
the island pa, and boulders were rained down upon 
the attackers from a tower constructed within the pa.
HNZPT List no. 9785

28 Yes 5 V22/423

Pā on long narrow ridge N-S, defences both ends, 
double ditch and bank at N end on narrowest part of 
ridge. 3 pits have limestone rock forming part of the 
walls. Steep drop to gully on W side. Long terraces.

32 Yes 5 V22/300
Pā with 2 high banks and 1 ditch partly filled in, on 
easier sloping N side. House sites on hills both N and S 
sides.
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42 Yes 5 V22/89
“Ngati Tuwharetoa”    

“Old Pa”

One of three Pā associated with Kahotea. Pa with 
transverse ditch and bank. Interior, lateral terracing 
with pits and house sites on NW and SW sides. Small 
tihi 8x10paces. A flat 'marae' 25x19 paces near the 
entrance.

44 Yes 5 V22/119 Kahotea (North) Terraced Pā, with palisades. Buchanan pp 21-3

48 Yes 5 V22/90 Kahotea (South)

2 lines of transverse scarps across saddle facing N. 
Steep slopes on S and E sides, easy to lake. Interior: 
144 x 65p with extension to SW down to lake. Lateral 
terrace on E side with several house sites. 4 pits seen. 
Adze picked up on sheep track.
All three pa (V22/89;90 & 119) have excellent sources 
of food. Elder recorded cultivation lines on nearby hills 
in 1950 (now not visible)

55 Yes 5 V22/368

Pā on flat hill above former Lake Rotoatara. Ditch and 
bank only definable feature left, 30m long, 3m wide, 
shallow filled in.
Track bulldozed through middle.

56 Yes 5 V22/365
Pits, etc. on small ridge. Ditch, 20m long, 5m wide and 
3m deep. No bank.

81 Yes 10a V22/465 Ohinewhango Pā with pits, eroded on one side.

101 Yes 9 V22/269
Pā with two ditches and house platform. Never been 
ploughed

137 Yes 9 V22/60
Pā numerous terraces and pits.
Parsons 1999 History of a County Town
Photographs + LINZ orthophoto (marked up)

149 Yes 9 V22/273 Pariokoro Pa

Small Pā above Waipawa River. Probable line of post 
holes along southern side. Along the inner bank are a 
line of pits that may be musket or rifle pits. The 
western side is covered with blackberries and not 
owned by Mr Nairn therefore not surveyed. Inside pa 
are a house platform, a rectangular r.r. pit, possible 
rifle pits, a few low ditches and at least one terrace.
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151 Yes 38 V22/268 Manawarakau Pa

Pā site c. 330m long, defended by three ditches. 
Interior: raised-rim pits, pits, terraces and house sites. 
Not all features lie within the defences. Koiwi tangata 
discovered in 2016 and 2017; the area is now 
considered to be an urupa.

152 Yes 38 V22/267

Pā site. Main area consists of a number of house 
platforms running along SE side of the ridge above the 
river. At the S end 2 defensive ditches, with a further 
ditch & scarp 120m to S.
Small pa associated with larger Manawarakau Pa.

153 Yes 10 V22/271

No defensive works, but steepness and defensive 
position and a few terraces in defendable (weak) 
areas. Main feature large banked flat platform 30m x 
20m.

158 Yes 10 V22/274
Small Pā on a spur above Mangakuri stream defended 
by a transverse ditch on south side, steep slopes to 
the east and north and a gully to the west.

160 Yes 39 V22/272

Mark Allen described the site as being in excellent 
condition and grazed by sheep – a pā defended by 
steep slopes to the north, east and west, as well as 
scarps on the north and south/southeast. Lateral 
terraces with piles of likely missiles (rocks) also 
present on the west slope. Internally it has a number 
of house sites, pits and a levelled tihi or house 
platform on the highest point. Many of these features 
are nestled among limestone outcrops which would 
have served as shelter from the wind. Quite a bit of 
midden is present, especially on the west slope. See 
plan map.
In 2016 this site was extensively damaged by John 
Turkington Forestry with tracks being put in around 
the site that destroyed terraces and midden. The trees 
were harvested with no regard to the existing features 
which have been severely modified by the tracks and 
the harvesting methods. A damage report was sent to 
HNZPT
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164 Yes 7 U23/10

Small Pā on defendable spur above river over 40m 
high above river flat with very steep sides. Only easy 
access along ridge less than 2m wide on north side. No 
defences other than about 10m length of 2m scarping 
along eastern side, near top. Small terraces may have 
been defensive, but only if palisaded. Five flat terraces 
on summit and one lateral terrace. Two terraces just 
below spur on river terrace

169 Yes 12 U23/3 Moana-Irokia Pa

Pā on north-south aligned hill with steep E & W sides. 
Stream to south and about 100m to NE Pukekaihou Pā 
and 1.5km to Lake Hatuma – both clearly visible.  2 
middens noted; 2 umu in adjoining paddock (appear 
as pits); 25 terraces on pā

175 Yes 12 U23/11 Hore Hore Pa

Hosking 1955 excavated some post holes found 2 
koiwi in one. His notes are quoted in Takapau the 
Sovereign Years 1876-1976  by Warren Bayliss 1976. 
Artist’s reconstruction for Takapau: Te Atahua o Te 
Aomarama  centennial publication by Waipawa Mail

179 Yes 19 V23/4

Rangitoto Pa
Department of 
Conservation 

Covenant

Verry excavated 2 test holes occupation layer 5 
inches, – abundance of obsidian and argillite, some. 
No deep pits only depressions – semi-square. Hoanga 
3ft diameter on western side. Maybe one of sites Cook 
noted were occupied in 1769. Traditionally built by 
Rangitane, site of battle between Rangitane and Ngati 
Kahungunu who re-occupied it after fight. 
Hill 110m long NE-SW covered with terraces for 87m. 
Series of terraces down northern end 23m 2 shallow 
pits 45m down from top on E.
Pam Bain noted pits on hill to west.

207 Yes 21 V24/16

Pā. Pits and terraces have been damaged by` bull 
dozer access along spur and erosion. Midden by 
stream site in poor condition may erode.Remnant 
terraces pits and transverse ditch on north facing spur 
which runs down to small stream. Ditch approx. 8m by 
1m deep. Midden containing cats eye, paua, Cooks 
turban, fish bone(?), Trumpet shell (?)   
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209 Yes 21 V24/37
“Rock” Pā could be easily defended by small number 
of people.

219 Yes 6 V22/427

Island Pā When visited in May1991 it was completely 
inaccessible and surrounded by water. Banks steep. 
Covered in 3ft high gorse and blackberry. Whakapapa 
book of Kupa family Otane says this is the island 9 
pers. Comm). Buchannan locates it 1mile further down 
the river. 

220 Yes 14 V23/41 Te Kupenga

A house platform was bulldozed close to top of pa (c. 
1995). Three pits on mound. Terraces running down 
ridge to SW. Small scatter of midden in cut face at rear 
of house below intact top

221 Yes 40 V23/42 Pourerere Pa

Pā and cemetery. Surrounded on north and west by 
Pourerere stream. Defended by 3 defensive banks and 
ditches on eastern end. Terracing within pa overlaid 
by European graves including John Nairn (1876) and 
his wife Eliza (1883). Reference in it in a novel 
Compass Points  by Elizabeth Stead. Associated with 
Morena died 1878. Colenso visited him here (pers. 
comm. Patrick Parsons) 

222 Yes 17 V23/6

Burials /kainga
Burials were found here in 1981 during works for a 
rubbish trench. Works were stopped and the site has 
been left untouched ever since. Also artefacts 
including dentalium necklace recovered – in Napier 
museum.  Damaged not destroyed site

223 Yes 17 V23/43

Terraced hilltop Pā, on the northern end of a steep 
sided ridge with a monument to Anne McHardy and 
Alexander McHardy located on the tihi and erected in 
1926. The site has a levelled platform 18m x 12m wide 
on top of hill surrounded by terraces. Extensive 
terracing on north facing slope of hill Pā at Aramoana 
possibly associated with Ngati Hikatoa (pers. comm. 
Patrick Parsons)

224 Yes 17 V23/44 urupā  - Reported by Patrick Parsons – no description
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225 Yes 19 V23/38
Pā seen from a distance and needs to be verified in 
field. Appears to be compact terraced site on a high 
point on a ridge above the sea.

226 Yes 19 V23/39
Pā seen from a distance; needs to be verified in field.  
Appears to be compact with terraces along a low knoll

229 Unknown 9 W āhi tapu

230 Unknown 9 W āhi tapu

231 Yes 5 Kahotea Kahotea 

232 Unknown 5 cemetery

233 Unknown 5 Te Pohue

234 Unknown 31 Waipukurau Pā

234 Unlikely 5 Kaikoura Stream water fall

236 Unknown 7 Pohatunaiatoru Pā

237 Unknown 4 urupā

238 Unknown 4 urupā

239 Unknown 4 urupā

240 Unknown 11 urupā

241 Unknown 11 urupā

242 Unknown 11 urupā

243 Unknown 11 urupā

244 Unknown 11 urupā

245 Unknown 11 urupā

246 Unknown 12 urupā

247 Unknown 36 urupā

248 Unknown 9 urupā

250 Unknown 16 urupā

251 Unknown 16 urupā
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252 Unknown 43 urupā

253 Unknown 21 urupā

254 Unknown 21 urupā

255 Unknown 21
Tumatauenga Pā, Whangaehu
Wāhi Tapu (HNZPT)

Kaiwhitikitiki Urupā and Henare Matua Tohu 
Whakamaumahara, Porangahau.
Wāhi Tapu
HNZPT  Register No. 9653
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